
On July 6, the Beverly Hills  Rent 
Stabilization Commission grappled 
with whether to recommend changes to 
the maximum allowable rent increase 
allowed under the city’s Rent Stabilization 
Ordinance. Citing the historic levels 
of inflation, commissioners agreed to 

recommend that the City Council place 
an 8% cap on rent increases. The meeting 
represented the city’s ongoing efforts to 
equitably address the rising cost of living 
while allowing property owners to realize 
a profit on their investments.
(Rent Stabilization continues on page 19)
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Rent Stabilization Commission 
Recommends 8% Rent 
Increase Cap 

The Rent Stabilization Commission recommended that the city cap rent increases for 
certain renters at 8%. Photo by Samuel Braslow

Garcetti and Buttigieg 
Announce New LAX Funding

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti was joined 
on July 7 by U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg, U.S. Congresswoman 
Maxine Waters, and Los Angeles World 
Airports (LAWA) leadership to announce 
$50 million in funding for LAX from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which 
will be used to modernize its terminal 
roadway.

“LAX is our gateway to the world, and 
every dollar we invest today will create 

prosperity for our region for generations 
to come,” said Mayor Eric Garcetti. “When 
complete, this project made possible by 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the 
leadership of Secretary Buttigieg will help 
transform LAX into a more accessible, visi-
tor-friendly destination – and join a long list 
of projects that are turning LAX into one of 
the premier airports in the world.”  
(LAX Funding continues on page 19)
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(Restored 'GIANT' continued from page 14)
Tickets are $15 for adults ages 13 and 

older, and $13 for children 12 and under, 
and can be purchased online at http://www.
fineartstheatrebh.com, or on the Fine Arts 
app. The film is rated G and runs for 193 
minutes.

Set in Texas, the 4K digital restoration 
of this family saga based on Edna Ferber’s 
1952 novel was made possible by Martin 
Scorsese’s The Film Foundation and Turner 
Classic Movies. "GIANT" was nominated for 
10 Academy Awards, with its portrayal of a 
dominant Texas ranching family that con-
fronts changes in the face of big oil. The 
cast also includes  Jane Withers, Robert 
Nichols, Chill Wills, Carroll Baker, Dennis 
Hopper, Fran Bennett, Earl Holliman, Elsa 
Cardenas, Paul Fix, Judith Evelyn, Carolyn 
Craig, Rod Taylor, and Sal Mineo.

To learn more, call 424-438-4013 or visit 
http://www.fineartstheatrebh.com. 

Tickets can be purchased for "GIANT" 
in person at the Fine Arts Theatre Beverly 
Hillson both July 8 and July 9 at the box 
office, which will open 30 minutes before 
the first screening of "GIANT."

Free Parking is available the Beverly Hills 
City Garage, located at 321 S. La Cienega 
Blvd. after 4:00 p.m. on weekdays and all 
day on weekends. 

(Rent Stabilization continued from page 4)
“We are in different times in 2022,” said 

Commissioner Lou Milkowski. “The CPI, 
the inflation is not where they've been two, 
three, four, five, six years ago. As a result, the 
economics of living have changed. And my 
concern is these economics may be at this 
inflated rate for two, three or four years.”

Beverly Hills, like many other cities with 
similar protections, uses the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) to determine the allowable rent 
increase for rent stabilized units. The CPI is 
a measure of costs for standard goods and 
services calculated by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. It has seen a sharp increase 
over the last year, in part owing to dramatic 
inflation.

The trend has also raised the stakes 
for the city as it reexamines the Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance. A rising cost of 
living with high inflation places greater 
economic strain on tenants while also 
allowing landlords to raise rents by larger 
amounts. Property owners, meanwhile, also 
experience greater economic burdens from 
inflation on the heels of a nearly two-year 
hiatus on rent increases.

The Rent Stabilization Ordinance catego-
rizes renters as either Chapter 5 or Chapter 
6. The latter includes tenants whose original 
rent was $600 or less per month and live in 
a unit completed before September 20, 1978; 
the former includes tenants whose original 
rent exceeds $600 per month and live in a 
structure with a certificate of occupancy 
issued on or before February 1, 1995.

Property owners of Chapter 5 tenants 
can raise rents once a year based on the CPI, 
with a cap of 8%. Landlords for Chapter 6 
tenants can also only raise rents once annu-
ally by either 3% or the percent increase 

in the CPI, depending on which is higher. 
While the city does not cap the possible rent 
increase for Chapter 6 tenants, 2020 state 
law limits landlords to 10%.

When applying the annual rent increase, 
landlords can petition the city to raise 
beyond the allowable increase for that 
year “to ensure that housing providers are 
receiving a fair, just and reasonable rate of 
return…and are not subject of an undue 
hardship,” according to a report compiled 
by city staff.

As it is, though, Chapter 6 tenants are 
looking at rent increases as high as 8% for 
the year from May 2021 to May 2022, a figure 
that Director of Community Development 
Ryan Gohlich described as “a shock to a 
lot of people.”

Gohlich pointed out that in years where 
CPI is lower than 3%, tenants nonetheless 
pay more than the CPI. “The flip side of 
that is, when CPI is really high, should the 
increase be a little bit less than that?” he 
posed rhetorically.

Much like Beverly Hills, cities like Los 
Angeles, West Hollywood, and Culver 
City have similar ordinances that tie rent 
increases to the CPI. Los Angeles imposes 
a floor of 3% and a ceiling of 8%. Culver 
City goes further, with a cap of 5% and a 
minimum of 2%.

The Planning Commission cannot take 
action itself in making changes to the Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance. Rather, it serves 
in an advisory capacity to the City Council, 
deliberating and making recommenda-
tions that the Council can use in their own 
decision.

Staff charted out a number of possible 
paths the commission could recommend to 
the City Council.

The commission could recommend no 
change to the ordinance. In this scenario, 
Chapter 5 tenants would be subject to 
increases of either the change in CPI or 
8%, depending on which is lower. Chapter 
6 tenants would face increases of either the 
CPI or 3%, depending on which is higher.

The commission could also recommend 
a maximum dollar amount for annual rent 
increases, could set a ceiling and eliminate 
the floor for Chapter 6 tenants, or eliminate 
floors and ceilings altogether.

In 2018, the city held facilitated sessions 
with landlords and tenants on possible 
amendments to the ordinance. The major-
ity property owners supported either no 
change to the current policy or imposing 
a cap on rent hikes for Chapter 6 tenants. 
Most property owners suggested a maxi-
mum increase of 6% to 7% for Chapter 6 
tenants, according to a staff report.

Tenants who provided comments sup-
ported an end to minimum and maximum 
rent increases in favor of tying raises entirely 
to some percentage of the CPI. An analysis 
conducted on behalf of the city found that 
7 out of 12 peer cities surveyed allowed rent 
increases as a percent of the CPI, including 
West Hollywood, Santa Monica, and San 
Francisco.

“It's just been what they've determined 
is appropriate,” said Deputy Director Rent 
Stabilization Helen Morales.

Commissioners weighed whether to 
set a cap of 8% for Chapter 6 tenants or do 
nothing and keep increases limited to 10% 
under state law. 

“Do I feel a need to compromise to the 
8%? I don't, I really don't,” said Commissioner 
Neal Baseman, who said he felt a cap would 
be unfair to property owners.

(LAX Funding continued from page 4)
The terminal roadways will be reconfig-

ured and repaved, including a reconfiguration 
and modernization of the entrance to the 
Central Terminal Area. These upgrades and 
the forthcoming Automated People Mover 
System will transform the public’s expe-
rience entering and exiting LAX and will 
help alleviate traffic congestion. The fund-
ing comes as part of the Airport Terminal 
Program, one of three aviation programs 
created by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. 
The law provides $1 billion annually for five 
years for Airport Terminal grants.

“Americans deserve modern airports 
that meet the needs of their families and 
growing passenger demand,” said U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg. 
“Funded through President Biden’s 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, today’s grants 
will improve airport terminals while also 
creating good jobs in communities across 
the country.” 

“I was very pleased when Los Angeles 
World Airports agreed to modernize LAX in 
order to improve safety and efficiency and 
enhance the passenger experience, and do 
so in a way that would not cause adverse 
impacts for the people who live nearby," 
said Waters. "I congratulate LAWA for con-
sulting with its surrounding communities 
and for earning the support of a diverse 
group of local stakeholders, including the 
Neighborhood Council of Westchester Playa, 
which represents many of my constituents 
who live in close proximity to the airport."

“President Biden, Secretary Buttigieg 

and the entire administration has been 
steadfast in their support for rebuilding our 
nation’s critical infrastructure," said Beatrice 
Hsu, President of the Los Angeles Board of 
Airport Commissioners. “That is exactly 
what we are doing here in Los Angeles as 
we continue work on our multi-billion-dollar 
modernization – one of the largest capital 
programs of any airport in the country today. 
We are grateful for this $50 million grant, 
which will be used to create a better roadway 
experience for travelers accessing LAX."

LAX is in the midst of a $15 billion Capital 
Improvement Program, the largest public 
works program in the history of the City 
of Los Angeles. The overhaul touches all 
nine passenger terminals and includes the 
creation of new facilities, including the 
Automated People Mover train system and 
a Consolidated Rent-A-Car facility. 

This past spring, Garcetti cut the ribbon 
for phase one of the Delta Sky Way project 
at LAX — a four-level, 770,000 square 
foot building that is part of a $2.3 billion 
modernization of Terminals 2 and 3. Last 
fall, he celebrated the opening of the LAX 
Economy Parking, a $294 million, 1.7-million-
square-foot facility that has approximately 
4,300 new parking stalls. Last summer, he 
celebrated the opening of the Terminal 1 
extension at LAX, a $477.5 million, 283,000 
square-foot extension of Terminal 1. In May 
of last year, Garcetti dedicated the opening of 
the West Gates of Tom Bradley International 
Terminal — a $1.73 billion investment that 
brings 15 gates and adds 750,000 square 
feet just west of Tom Bradley. 

Ultimately, a majority of commissioners 
disagreed and felt it appropriate to recom-
mend the more robust protections. The 
commission will memorialize the recom-
mendation at its next meeting on Aug. 3 
before the recommendations go before the 
City Council at an undetermined date. 

(Indoor Masking continued from page 5)
“Given the rising number of COVID cases 

and hospitalizations, and the increased cir-
culation of the more infectious BA.4 and 
BA.5 subvariants, it is extra important to take 
steps that reduce the risk of transmission 
especially over the long holiday weekend; 
this helps us protect ourselves, our families, 
and our community,” Public Health Director 
Dr. Barbara Ferrer said at the time.

At the press conference, Ferrer said that 
Omicron accounted for 100% of sequenced 
cases, with BA.4 and BA.5 growing in 
prevalence.

With the holiday weekend in the rear-
view mirror, officials anticipate more cases 
in the coming days. Ferrer stressed the steps 
that people can take to reduce risk, which 
she described as a “collective responsibility.”

“To slow down spread, we can wear 
masks when indoors, test when gathering 
and stay home and away from others if 
we're sick or we've tested positive, to reduce 
stress on the health care system and the 
worst outcomes associated with COVID. We 
can get vaccinated and boosted and help 

those around us get their vaccinations and 
boosters.”

As the pandemic drags on into its third 
year, researchers are starting to uncover 
the profound impact the virus has had on 
general health and welfare. According to a 
National Cancer Institute study published 
Tuesday, COVID has become the leading 
cause of death among Americans between 
the ages of 45 to 54. The study found that 
COVID was the third leading cause of death 
in the United States between March 2020 
and October 2021.

Another study in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association calculated 
that overall life expectancy for Californians 
fell about three years as a result of the pan-
demic. The study added to a growing body 
of research finding that the virus impacted 
marginalized communities harder than 
socioeconomically well-off communities.  

“Our findings are another troubling sign 
of how the pandemic’s impact was not felt 
evenly across all communities,” Till von 
Wachter, a UCLA professor of economics 
and study co-author, said in a statement. 
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