
cover story • pages 6-7

Issue 1062 • February 6 - February 12, 2020

sports •  BHHS Girls’ Soccer Team 
Routs Hawthorne                   Page 7

briefs •  Board Discusses Ongoing 
High School Construction       Page 3

briefs •  Greystone Theater Opens; 
Preliminary Program Approved Page 3

The Weekly’s Exclusive Election InterviewsThe Weekly’s Exclusive Election Interviews

Three Three 
Questions Questions 

with the with the 
Council Council 

CandidatesCandidates



Page 6 • Beverly Hills Weekly

THREE QUESTIONS 
WITH THE COUNCIL 
CANDIDATES
The Weekly’s exclusive election interviews
By Olivia Anderson

coverstory

Why are you running for City Coun-
cil?

Lili Bosse: I love Beverly Hills - it 
is my home and my heart.  I have spent 
most of my adult life in public service - 
giving back to our community for all it 
has given me. 

My personal experience as a com-
mercial property owner, as President 
of BHEF,  as well as the years I spent 
working on our General Plan, serving as 
member and chair of the Planning Com-
mission, and as City Council member 
and Mayor, have all helped me to devel-
op a skill set that is very valuable to my 
service on the Council.

I am running for re-election so that I 
can continue my work on behalf of our 
City and make a positive contribution to 
our future.

Julian Gold: I think the City is at a 
very important moment in time. We 
have change that is going to happen on 
our west border, we have a subway on 
the east border and changes in the tri-
angle, we have retail, which is under 
stress by online shopping. I think it is 
going to take seasoned leadership to get 
us through this with as little turmoil as 
possible, and to create the Next Beverly 
Hills. This is our opportunity to create 
the future of Beverly Hills. I think that I 
have the skillset to be able to make that 
happen. 

Lori Greene Gordon: It’s time for a 
change in our city. I’m a 50-year resi-
dent, alumna of our schools, former PTA 
mom, businesswoman, and member (and 
past Chair) of the Beverly Hills Planning 
Commission. My background gives me 
the experience, knowledge, and abili-
ty to bring a new voice to city council. 
The City Council manages hundreds 
of millions of dollars of public money 
and property, yet not one sitting Coun-
cilmember has any experience running a 
business. I have my MBA from the An-
derson School of Management at UCLA 
and have worked in both sales and com-
mercial real estate for nearly 40 years. 
I will bring a much-needed thoughtful, 
fiscally responsible perspective to city 
council.

Robin Rowe: One, because I was 
asked. I’ve been on the Beverly Hills 
Technology Committee since 2016. Two 
city council members urged me to run 
for office in this election. I won’t name 
who because I don’t seek endorsements. 
And, I don’t accept campaign contribu-
tions either. That’s to avoid an expecta-

tion that I will be reciprocating with fa-
vors later, after I’m in office.

Another reason for me to run is be-
cause the city council needs a technol-
ogist, someone who expects to operate 
at the speed of Moore’s Law. High tech, 
driven by Moore’s Law, improves every 
18 months. The city takes a decade of 
longer to produce changes. 

In December, the city council passed 
an “urgent” resolution to amend a zoning 
regulation that has been driving restau-
rants out of Beverly Hills. On the eve of 
an election, change became urgent, but 
that law was from 1974. Not ten years. 
It took our city council 45 years to fix an 
obvious problem. The incumbents said 
during the recent Beverly Hills Cham-
ber candidate forum that maybe they 
should revisit other laws of that era. You 
think? The city is learning the hard way 
from avoidable mistakes. Problems that 
would have been prevented had a tech-
nologist been in the room.

Simchah Green: I am a candidate 
because I want to represent the majori-
ty of residents of Beverly Hills who are 
of the Jewish faith while at the same 
time being very concerned for the mi-
nority non-Jewish population. Since 
there are nine orthodox synagogues in 
Beverly Hills and only two non-ortho-
dox I shall speak out on behalf of the 
majority but will be respectful to the 
minority non- orthodox as well. There 
has never been a request from a Bever-
ly Hills synagogue that the council has 
turned down because there has never 
been a request. The synagogues don’t 
realize that they can make such requests. 
The city attorney does not understand what 
the separation of church and state means.  
I shall succeed in teaching him what the 
law really is.

I addition I am the only candidate run-
ning on a platform of medical marijuana 
to be permitted in all forms in our city 
which presently limits it to delivery only. 
The majority of Beverly Hills residents 
agree with my position. If they come out 
and vote for me we will both win.
If elected, what do you hope to accom-
plish?

LB: There are many things I hope to 
accomplish, but my essential, constant 
goals on the Council are always to pro-
tect our quality of life, ensure our fi-
nancial stability and enhance our safety 
and security. I also want to continue my 
efforts towards making Beverly Hills 

the most transparent City anywhere.  I 
believe that our future success will de-
pend on how open and inclusive we are 
dealing with the important issues on our 
agenda. I will work to make sure that the 
extensive public process of developing 
a new vision for La Cienega Park will 
result in a plan our community will be 
proud of and benefit from for gener-
ations to come.  I will work with our 
community as we look at our current 
multi-family zoning requirements and 
decide together how we can best meet 
our future needs.  I recently spearhead-
ed a pro-active Council effort to re-visit 
our commercial parking codes with the 
goal of creative solutions for all our 
stakeholders.  I will continue my work 
to mitigate disruption caused by subway 
construction and also to make sure that 
we secure appropriate, safe subway sta-
tions at the end of this process. 

JG: Apart from being a wonderful 
place to live—which, as residents, we 
all absolutely appreciate—we have to 
recognize that we are an international 
destination in part because of that quali-
ty of life. But becoming an international 
destination is in part what created that 
quality of life; the two go hand in hand. 
The reason we have the services we do 
at the levels we do is because the City 
revenues are where they are and half of 
them come from tourism, visitors, hotels 
and restaurants. I want that to continue. 
But the question is, in an environment 
where retail is under pressure, what do 
we replace it with? I think we can be 
creative with that. I think retail will be 
here forever, but I also think we have to 
evolve. In evolving, we have to recog-
nize the experiential element of shop-
ping and dining today and how we’re 
going to get there. We need to find ways 
to make being on Beverly Hills, being 
on Rodeo Drive, being in any of our 
communities an experience. We have 
to be respectful of our past, but we also 
have to be mindful of our future. That’s 
what the challenge for this next Council 
is going to be, and I think we need to 
have seasoned leadership to get us there.

LGG: I have many goals that relate to 
my desire to have our Council be more 
responsive to the needs of all of our res-
idents. These include Prioritizing relief 
for cut-through traffic that is plaguing 
our residential neighborhoods; providing 
free parking after 6:00 p.m. to residents 
visiting our business districts; encourag-
ing smart development, both residential 
and commercial, that makes Beverly 
Hills more accessible to all (especially 
young families and seniors); supporting 
new businesses and new business mod-
els to help keep retail vital; increasing 
and/or eliminating certain fees relating 
to residential parking, waste removal, 
and water; re-imagining Beverly Hills as 
a charitable community, rather than an 
excessive one.

RR: Housing. Beverly Hills is an-
ticipating that the state will pass a law 
requiring we build more affordable 
housing. To build over 3,000 units. With 
so little undeveloped land here, there 

is nowhere to build but up. Transpor-
tation. A new skyway connecting the 
Rodeo Drive subway stop to the rest of 
the businesses in Beverly Hills. More 
public transportation cuts pollution and 
alleviates traffic and parking congestion. 
Tourism. The Beverly Hills Skyway will 
be a tourist attraction, a way to see the 
city. Quiet enjoyment. That’s the expe-
rience that residents hope for living in 
Beverly Hills. I will restrict leaf blow-
ers, which are noisy and smelly. The 
landlords and landscape crews causing 
this problem are not residents, do not 
listen when residents ask them to stop. 
Clean streets. I will have a crew keep 
our streets spotless, like Disneyland. 
Air pollution. Some areas of Beverly 
Hills have twice as much air pollution 
as others. I’ve done the Walk with the 
Mayor for years. I currently walk with 
the Beverly Hills Walkers, meeting at 
the park on Mondays. Walking is sup-
posed to be healthy, but it’s not great 
to exercise in air pollution. None of the 
incumbents are talking about fixing this. 
There’s much the city can do to cut pol-
lution using technology. Health care. 
While I was walking with the Beverly 
Hills Walkers, a woman felt unwell and 
had to turn back. Everyone was very 
concerned. The woman refused to have 
an ambulance called. Someone said she 
didn’t think the woman had health in-
surance. An ambulance trip in Beverly 
Hills costs $1,800. Beverly Hills has a 
Senior & Disabled Bus Service. Mainly 
used to take vulnerable patients to their 
doctor. Putting sick people together on a 
bus, to have them sit together in a hos-
pital waiting room, spreads contagious 
diseases. I will expand the Nurse Practi-
tioner program. Check patients at home 
for infectious diseases. Avoid getting 
more people sick. Community Access 
Television. I’m a community access 
TV success story. Producing a dance 
documentary with a community access 
station led to me being hired as a tech-
nical director for television broadcast 
news at NBC. I will have the city hire a 
community access director dedicated to 
supporting community access. Increase 
the use of our TV studio without add-
ing to the workload of our government 
channel crew. Better budgets. Beverly 
Hills has $255M in unfunded pension li-
abilities, plus $109M in retiree medical. 
At a recent city council session, it was 
mentioned there is an $18M overrun in 
the current budget. Nobody seemed con-
cerned. In fact, the council asked that 
the budget be tweaked to shift funds 
earmarked for specific projects back into 
the general fund. That would make over-
runs less obvious. 
Why should someone vote for you?

LB: We are entering an important new 
decade in the history of Beverly Hills - 
one that will be full of amazing oppor-
tunities, as well as some serious chal-
lenges.  We have had years where just 
maintaining the status quo was enough 
in the life of our City—2020 is not one 
of those years.  Now, more than ever, we 



February 6 - February 12, 2020 • Page 7

SILAGI, JARRIS JAY, 40, of Beverly 
Hills arrested on 1/21/2020 for parole vio-
lation—remaining under legal custody to 
return to prison and resisting or obstruct-
ing public officer. 
MORALES, ISRRAEL ALEJANDRO, 
57, of Los Angeles arrested on 1/20/2020 
for driving while license suspended. 
ROBINSON, NICOLAS ELISHA, 28, of 
Tarzana arrested on 1/21/2020 for pedes-
trian violating steady don’t walk, wait or 
upraised hand, and resisting, delaying or 

obstructing any public officer, peace offi-
cer or emergency officer. 
PRINCE DENVER, PRINCE-OF-PRUS-
SIA, 33, of Elko arrested on 1/20/2020 for 
public intoxication. 
A B E L , 
B R O O K -
SEY, 31, 
of Los 
A l a m i t o s 
arrested on 
1/21/2020 
for giving 
false ID to 
police offi-
cer. 
R E I H A -
N I A N , 

BAHRAM, 56, of Los Angeles arrested 
on 1/22/2020 for driving while license 
suspended. 
HANGACSI, JULIA, 33, of Beverly Hills 
arrested on 1/22/2020 for amount of de-
facement, damage or destruction less than 
$400 and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. 
FAIELLA, IAN T, 38, of Beverly Hills 

arrested on 1/23/2020 for BHPD arrest 
warrant—felony. 
TRAROE, IBRAHIM, 53, of Gardena 
arrested on 1/22/2020 for battery against 
person had dating, engagement, or mar-
riage relationship with. 
GURDINE, GABYN PATRICK, 23, ar-
rested on 1/22/2020 for DUI causing in-

Esther Goldberg scored three goals and 
freshman Alexa Kreshek made three saves 
for her first shutout as Beverly High rout-
ed Hawthorne, 6-0, in an Ocean League 
girls’ soccer game at Nickoll Field Friday.

Yasmin Kamara had a goal and two as-
sists for the Normans. Rebecca Sanchez 
and Talia Sarraf also scored for Beverly 
Hills.

Norman freshman Katrina Chong had 
two assists and junior Sara Schwartz one.

Beverly Hills led 5-0 at halftime.
Beverly Hills 3, El Segundo 2
Schwartz scored the game-winning goal 

and also had an assist in an Ocean League 
game at El Segundo Jan 29.

Kamara and freshman Danielle Hol-
lander also scored for the Normans.

Beverly Hills goalkeeper Nahal Sara-

fian made eight saves.
Chong and Goldberg each had an assist.
The game was scoreless at halftime.
Santa Monica 2, Beverly Hills 0
The Normans hopes of at least a share 

of a second consecutive league champi-
onship ended with a loss at Santa Monica 
Monday.

The Vikings (12-5-1, 8-0-1 in league 
play) scored in each half.

Beverly Hills (13-2-2, 6-2-1) was 
ranked fifth in the Southern Section Di-
vision 4 poll released Monday, the same 
rank as the previous week.

Boys’ Basketball
Beverly Hills is scheduled to conclude 

regular-season play tonight at Culver City 
in an Ocean League game beginning at 
7:30 p.m.

The teams are tied for second with 7-2 
records in league play, one game behind 
league-leading Santa Monica.  The Nor-
mans defeated the Centaurs, 65-50, Jan. 
22, at Beverly High.

Beverly Hills was ranked 15th in the 
Southern Section Division 1 poll released 
Monday, one spot higher than the previ-
ous week.

The Normans defeated El Segundo, 
55-30, Jan. 29, and Hawthorne, 87-40, 
Friday, but lost to Santa Monica, 50-49, 
Tuesday. All three games were played at 
Beverly High.

Santa Monica was ranked 15th in the 
Southern Section Division 2AA poll re-
leased Monday.

Girls’ Basketball
Beverly Hills 46, Hawthorne 32
Natasha Melamed scored 20 points as 

the Normans won an Ocean League game 
Jan. 15.

Melamed scored eight points, making 
two 3-point baskets, and Kylie Goldstein, 
added five, including a 3-point basket, as 
Beverly Hills outscored the Cougars, 15-8 
in the first quarter.

Deena Shadi scored eight of her 10 
points in the second quarter as the Nor-
mans outscored the Cougars, 10-9, to in-

crease their lead to 25-17 at halftime.
Melamed scored eight points in the 

third quarter as Beverly Hills outscored 
Hawthorne, 15-4, increasing their lead to 
40-21.

Goldstein added five, Reina Paysinger 
three, and Ashley Golbar, Sawyer Grijal-
va, Jolene Matian and Izzy Nugent two 
each for the Normans.
What’s Next?

The Normans are set to conclude reg-
ular-season play tonight with a 6 p.m. 
Ocean League game at Culver City in a 
rematch of the Centaurs 58-49 victory 
Jan. 22.

Culver City was tied for 16th in the 
Southern Section Division 2A poll re-
leased Monday.

Boys’ Soccer
Beverly Hills 5, Hawthorne 0
The Normans led 3-0 at halftime of an 

Ocean League game at Hawthorne Friday.
Steven Herbert has covered Beverly Hills 
High School sports for Beverly Hills 
Weekly since 1999. He has also covered 
college and professional sports for The 
Associated Press, Los Angeles Times and 
Washington Post. He can be reached at 
(310) 275-7943 or by email at stvher-
bert@aol.com.

sports scores
BHHS girls’ soccer team routs 
Hawthorne
By Steven Herbert
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need positive, effective leaders who are 
willing to listen, be creative, and think 
out of the box.    Some time ago, I initi-
ated my Healthy City Program - Healthy 
People, Healthy Economy, Healthy 
Government.  I never make a decision 
without asking myself, “Will this benefit 
the health of our City?”  My energy and 
enthusiasm for the job fire me up every 
day.  I am grateful that our community 
and my colleagues have recognized my 
work ethic and level of preparation on 
the Council. In every election cycle, 
candidates are often labeled ‘pro-resi-
dent’ or ‘pro-business’—the only label 
that works for me is PRO BEVERLY 
HILLS!!

JG: Beverly Hills today is the product 
of people 50 years ago who had vision, 

who took something that was an un-
known and created a concept and exe-
cuted it I think far beyond their wildest 
expectations. You have to think that 50 
years from now, people will look back 
on Beverly Hills and say that, “it’s amaz-
ing how we got here, but those folks then 
had a vision of what Beverly Hills was 
going to be.” So I’d like to be part of that. 
I think I can contribute to that. I think it’s 
exciting to take what we have, which is 
amazing, and find ways to move it for-
ward, to advance it and to see the future.  

LGG: Our city will undergo many 
changes in the next four to eight years. 
The state [through its Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment, or RHNA] will man-
date a significant increase in our housing 
stock (estimated at roughly 3100 new 

units by 2029); our business community 
will need to undergo a transformation to 
make up for the diminishing retail envi-
ronment; and the subway is scheduled 
to open. I want to ensure that we are 
adequately prepared to deal with all of 
these issues. My experience for the past 
5 years on the Planning Commission has 
prepared me to hit the ground running on 
day one as an effective Councilmember. 

No public institution can survive with-
out a thoughtful change of leadership 
on a periodic basis. But both incumbent 
candidates have served for since 2011 
without facing re-election (and after 
voting themselves an extra year in of-
fice in 2017). I bring the qualifications, 
knowledge, and experience to serve our 
community while also providing a fresh 

voice and vision for the new decade and 
beyond. 

RR: Whenever I get this question, I 
tell people they should vote for Bever-
ly Hills. Don’t vote for a candidate just 
because he or she seems to have a nice 
personality. Or, has stuffed everyone’s 
mailboxes with campaign postcards. Or, 
blanketed the neighborhood with yard 
signs. Or, is offering vague promises 
to listen better. Vote for the candidate 
who is ready to do something specific 
for Beverly Hills, who has a plan. When 
judging the candidates on what they say 
they will actually do, the choice seems 
clear. Robin Rowe for Beverly Hills City 
Council.
Editor's note: Some answers have been 
lightly edited and condensed for clarity.  

arrests cont. on page 8

detention&arrestsummary
Beverly Hills Weekly received the informa-
tion that appears below from the Beverly 
Hills Police Department. This information 
is released each week to the public. We 
assume no responsibility for errors or omis-
sions in the Detention and Arrest Summary.


